
First off, congratulations to Stratford College for becoming the Model School for Green Schools 2017! 

Because of this, the Green Schools Annual Water Forum was held in Stratford on Wednesday, 18th of 

October. We had a full day where other schools, that were going for their Water Flag, as well as guest-

speakers came to our school to talk about how they can achieve the Water Flag and have a chat about 

the problems we are currently dealing with water. The day involved ice-breakers between students, 

question and answer sections, water experiments and guest-speaker speeches. For the day the Green 

Schools Committee decorated the whole hall with water-related statistics as well as water/marine litter 

posters. These posters were made for the current poster competition the committee are holding. 

  

Then the other schools had started to come in. The students were having wonderful conversations 

about Green Schools and were getting to know each other. The day had begun with all the schools 

introducing themselves and where they were on their journey to their Water Flag. 

 

The leaders in Green Schools for Stratford, Oonagh Delargy, Greg Brenner, Sophie Manaeva 

(Unfortunately Emma Smyth couldn't make it) gave a speech about the process on how they attained 

their Water Flag with the Green Schools Committee. 

 



We had Caoimhe and Chloe from Green Schools come in to talk to the students about gaining their 

Water Flag. They showed the students water experiments such as water taste tests, the float or sink test 

and balloon test. 

 

Then we had Grainne from Irish Water speak about the issues they are dealing with, and the process 

water has to go through in order to get to our taps. She also talked about how we can use the water we 

have wisely. 

The day ended with the students from Stratford giving the other schools a tour of Stratford College, 

showing areas the Green Schools Committee are in charge of, such as the noticeboard and the garden. 

Well done to the committee for creating a successful Water Forum. 

Valery Goulakova 

 


